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Remembering Joe Bowers (1936 — 2022)

Joe Bowers was born on February 20, 1936 in the steel town of Steubenville,
Ohio. The minimum hiring age at the steel mill was 18, so Joe joined the U.S. Air
Force in 1953 at age 17. His basic training took place at Sampson AFB in New
York. He was stationed at Lowry AFB in
1955, after serving in Newfoundland and
Morocco.

Joe was a member of the Air Police
Squadron at Lowry. On patrol one No-
vember night in 1962 he executed a traffic
stop and encountered an attractive young
lady who was driving her date home on
base. The following March, Joe and Fran
became husband and wife.

Shortly after being married, the couple
was sent to the Phillipine Islands. After
two years, Joe was transferred to Andrews
AFB in Wahsington, D.C. where he served
in the Honor Guard, then to Langley AFB
where he cross-trained into the computer
service. He returned to Colorado in 1972
and retired at the rank of Master Sergeant in 1974.

Joe took college classes through Columbia College while in the Air
Force and graduated with a degree in business after retiring from the mili-
tary. In civilian life he worked at the Bureau of Mines, Martin Marrietta,
and the Bureau of Reclamation. He joined The American Legion and volun-
teerd for 16 years as Post 178’s
games manager.

During their retirement years
Joe and Fran traveled extensive-
ly. Joe made it to all 50 states,
and Fran saw 49.

Joe loved to bet on football
games with fellow Post members
Jim Kuntz, Shawn Bloomer,
Randy Baria, and Randy Reh-
bein, with the winner’s proceeds
going to a favorite charity.

Joe is survived by Fran, son
Mike, daughter Ann Kier, and
countless friends at Post 178.
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AuxiLiARY/CHAPLAIN Dear heavenly F “tf}e” %Ve
gl come in unison to pray for the

Ueey Chein soul of Rosemary Jygowyl,g, an
avid animal lover, and for the soul of Joe Bowers, an
Irishman with a generous nature and the delightful
“gift of gab.” May they rest in peace. Larry Litsey—USA

We pray for good ﬁeaﬁﬁ and a speedy recovery, Gary Vaughn
for our National Champion Volunteer, Ranya Kelly, i
who runs our famous Redistribution Center. Paul Zieschang—USM

We pray for wisdom, that our leaders will use
their powers for love, unification, and peace.

In Jesus name we pray for a Rinder world in which we graciously serve. Amen.

Vost Eerlasting

Hello post 178! A hot July has flown by and heading into August is bringing more
W Yo ? events to the Post. First, | want to say a huge thank you to all of the officers. They
have all stepped up at Saturday’s Legion Breakfasts and the 5th Friday Dinner.
Nick Trujillo and Mary Johnson have been a great help in the kitchen this month. Also, a special thanks
to Julie and Shawn Bloomer, who fixed homemade meatballs and sauce for the spaghetti dinner last month!
We will be having an SOB (Summer’s Over Bash) on Saturday, August 20th, where Bob Black will be
roasting a pig. We are trying to line up live music for that day, as well.

CommaNnDER'S| REPORT,

You may have

Mitch and Leslie Moore vol- noticed changes to
unteered to take over the content the Post 178 Face-
for the Post’s facebook page re- book page. Thanks
cently and the results have been to Mitch and Leslie
nothing short of amazing. Moore for stepping

Statistics from July show
“Post Reach” was up 174% to 671
and “Post Engagements” rose an

up and refreshing
the interactions

incredible 376% to 967, on social media.

If you haven't seen our face- Hopefully this will
book page lately, please go to it help draw more at-
regularly from now on. And re- tention to all events
member to thank Mitch and Leslie and help us bring in
when you see them at the Post. new members!

And finally,

thank you to every member of Post 178 for your support. Being an officer is a busy job and we couldn’t do
without the support of all our members. Ever forward!

SAL'RerorT It's already August. Amazing how time flies when the weather is good (and hot).
v Zoll, The Post has a SOB (Summer’s Over Bash) scheduled for August 20 featuring a pig
roast, free tap beer, and live outdoor music.

At this time we do not have the membership cards for 2023. So please understand that if you send in
your 2023 dues, it may take a while to get the new cards back to you. | will send out a blast when we receive
the new cards.

On Saturday September 3 (Labor Day Weekend) we will be having our Annual Tommy Tucker, Conrad
West Horseshoe Tournament. (See attached flyer). The tourney will be a blind draw for partners double
elimination style format. We will be serving pulled pork sandwiches with sides for food. This is included for
players that sign up and is available for purchase to everyone else. Come on out a pitch some shoes!

RIDERSIREPORT Our Ride for RCI in July was a success for us. The winner of the treager went to
W J.D. Travis (on his birthday no less). Dave was the high roll winner and Jim Marcel
was the low hand. Ranya Kelly with RCI will receive the money raised. Thank you
all for your support.
August begins with our Friday Dinners; steak, pork chops, salmon on August 5th. We will be serving up
our burrito and tacos on August 19th. We hope to see you all at our dinners.
There will be no meeting as most of the leadership will be at Sturgis.



BUSINESSIREPORT Approximately 200 members and their guests attended our Independence Day
ol T Picnic which was served by the Legion Riders. Big thanks to Judy Myers, Sue Vac-
ilek, Vern and Sherri Schmitt, Bill and Becky Beard, and Eric Wetherall for check-
ing membership cards at the lounge door.

Brian Conway and Les Metcalf took advantage of a break in our hot weather in early July and replaced
the swamp cooler over the game room. Bill Beard hauled the old unit off to the Lakewood recycling facility.
Huge thanks to the three of you.

Rocky Mountain is continuing to modify our light fixtures in the kitchen to accommodate LED lamps. This
past month another four fixtures were completed.

What started initially as removing and replacing the broken floor tile with vinyl in the men’s restroom off
the lounge has turned into a major renovation. Bill Beard and Doug Schwab found significant water damage
when they removed the old flooring as well as wall tile. They are currently in the process of replacing damaged
sub-floor areas and getting it ready for new flooring, painting, and wall coverings around the sink and urinals.

All of the aforementioned individuals did what they did as unpaid volunteers which is awesome and they
deserve our utmost appreciation.

T Our July meeting was attended by six officers and four members. We received
%W% a report from Nancy Chandler and Sandi Gailey regarding their experlence at the
Department Convention they attended on July -
2nd. Post 178 received many awards this year, one of which was First
Place for the Poppy Program! All those poppy-shaped cookies baked
and hand decorated by many of our members was a huge hit and | am so
thankful for all those taking the time to contribute.

Each member attending the July meeting received a notebook contain-
ing important information, a place to keep agendas, minutes, volunteer
hours, and a calendar for the year. |included fundraising ideas for the
Post, and for the 2024 VA Creative Arts Festival.

At our August meeting on August 2nd at 7:00 p.m. we will continue to
plan and set dates for upcoming projects. Please plan to attend! | have a
notebook for you as well.

Our Auxiliary Wednesday Dinner Nights will be a bit different in August.
As Sturgis is the 5th through the 14th, the HOGS meeting will be the third
Wednesday (17th) and Brian and Carol Conway will be serving Burgers,
Fries, Onion Rings, Fish Fillets & Shrimp. As | received favorable feed- Kay Seott and gfa”daughfef Abby
back serving Sloppy Joe Sandwiches, Fries, Onion Rings, and Fresh Veggies with Ranch Dip the first Wednes-
day (serving 25 dinners), I’'m going to serve it again August 3rd!

Judy Myers has graciously been serving up some delicious alternatives to burgers on the other Wednes-

i i — P days, and we welcome volunteers stepping in to take her
place. The meal does not have to be complicated, and
you don’t have to use the grill or the fryers. You likely
have a family recipe on hand our Post members would
love. Many ingredients are already on stock in the pan-
try, auxiliary fridge or freezer; and any needed items you
buy will be reimbursed to you once receipts are submit-
ted. We are most happy to help you, so if you want to
give it a try, please call me (720-244-1594)! Maybe you
wouldn’t like to be committed to a Wednesday dinner
every month. Only the months of August, November,
March, and May have five Wednesdays and you could
cover those for us!

Dee Yurko, Sandi Gailey, our Granddaughter Abby,
and | attended a dinner at Post 1 on July19th to meet
and greet the National Auxiliary President Kathy Dau-
g ‘ - distel. We had a wonderful time visiting with her, catch-

Nat/onal Aux://ary President, Kathy Daudlstel (I.) ing up with other Auxiliary members from other Posts and
with Dee Yurko and Sandi Galley. enjoying a delicious Mexican dinner.







JUNIOR
SHOOTING
SPORTS

American Legion Post 178 .

Teegan Meyers, Lillian Hensiek,
Chiara Sylvia, Camden Koert

is named

Colorado’s TEAM PRECISION CHAMPION
of
The 32" Annual American Legion Junior Shooting
Three Position Air Rifle Postal Tournament

Presented by The American Legion National Headquarters
. \ ' |

Paul E. Dillard Richard Anderson
American Legion National Commander Americanism Commission Chairman

Post 178-sponsored Arvada Junior Shooting Team,
Champions of the Annual American Legion Tournament.
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Learn more at BeTheOne.org

==AMERICAN

LEGION

AN OFFICIAL CHARITY PARTNER OF INDYCAR®

INDYCAR




