
A claim was recently settled by the Post’s insurance 
carrier who then declined to renew our policy as of the 
end of 2018.  After many long hours and hard work 
searching for a new insurance provider, the Post’s Busi-
ness Manager, Bob Heer, was rewarded with well over a 
dozen rejections.

With time running out, the Corporation Board was 
forced to consider closing the Post.  If the lounge closed, 
food service could not be supported so the kitchen would 
also close.  Events could not be held, and with no source 
of income Post 178 would no longer be able to continue 
its commitments to Veterans and the community.

Finally, Bob found a company willing to underwrite 
the Post’s insurance needs, but at a very high price.  The 
annual premium increased from $10,000 to $30,000.  A 
down payment of $7,700 has been made and we’ve com-
mitted to a monthly payment of $2,400.

As a result of this development, the Board passed 
a resolution to ask each member of Post 178 (Legion, 
SAL, and Auxiliary) for a donation of $10.  Your contri-
bution, in whatever amount you chose, is tax deductible.  
100% of all donations will go into an Insurance Fund.

If each of our approximately 1,100 members contrib-
utes $10 to the Insurance Fund, the Post will still be left 

with a balance to cover.  For our part, we’ve trimmed our 
monthly newsletter expenses and will continue to dili-
gently seek cost cutting opportunities in other areas.

The Board wishes to thank every member for their 
contribution to keeping the doors of Post 178 open.

— David Potvin, Corporation Board Chairman
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Sue Clinger 
December Volunteer of the Month

The Corporation Board unanimously voted Sue 
Clinger as Volunteer of the Month for January 2019.  
During the month, Sue has volunteered as cook for 
the Auxiliary in addition to assisting in cleaning the 
kitchen.  She also frequently takes pictures at special 
events at the Post.

Sue always wears a smile and welcoming spirit 
when greet-
ing mem-
bers and 
their family.  
In addition 
to working 
numerous 
hours at the 
Post Sue 
also works 
a full-time 
job.   She 
reflects 
great 
credit upon 
herself by 
represent-
ing the Post 
as “The 
Friendly 
Post.”

Corporation Board Members David Potvin, Chairman
David Clinger Bob Heer

Dee Yurko Chuck Elsen
Frank Spano Shawn Bloomer

Post 178 member James H. Harvey III has been 
selected by the Commemorative Air Force, Red Tail 
Squadron as the American Hero to be featured in their 
2019 calendar for the month of October.

Lt. Col. Harvey holds the distinction of being the 
military’s first black jet fighter pilot.  He was drafted 
into the Army in 1943 and, after completing pilot train-
ing, joined the 99th Fighter Squadron as a part of the 
Tuskegee Airmen.

He was one of the four-pilot team that took top hon-
ors at the Air Force’s first ever “Top Gun” Fighter Gun-
nery Competition in 1949.  Lt. Col. Harvey celebrated 
his 95th birthday in July, 2018.  He is a treasure to us all.

American Hero Proclaimed



Dear Lord, please hold 
all our soldiers in the palm 
of your hand.  Comfort 

them and their families.  Send angels to  pro-
tect and bring them home safely.  Amen!

2018 is closed and so we 
open a new chapter of our lives 
in 2019.  We experienced a lot of emotions, excitements, challenges, and opportuni-

ties in 2018.  We are defined by how we respond to situations and, from what I could see, we should be proud.
At a Legion family I observed Legion Veterans helping other Veter-

ans, plus SAL and the Auxiliary supporting and assisting Veterans and 
their families as well as the Post.  Legion Riders were on top of it all with 
their support and participation in many events and activities.

Most of all my heart went out to the kids who attended the annual 
Auxiliary’s Christmas Party combined with RCI’s toys for tots.  The ex-
pression on those kids bring back memories of my own children open-
ing gifts on Christmas.  Thank you to all that volunteered to see that the 
kids, and their paretnts, had a good time.  I apologize to our folks who 
attended Bingo on the same day.  Thank you for your patience, and as I 
stated we will do better next year.

We will begin the New Year heading down a bumpy road.  Our 
strength is in unity and supporting each other during our challenges.  
Changes in receiving the monthly newsletter and the enormous increase 
in the Post’s insurance premiums will require creative actions.  The 
GREAT news is that our membership has increased and so have indi-
viduals stepping up to volunteer.

I challenge all Post 178 members to stop and visit us, enjoy the 
GREAT food, and attend our monthly meetings.  New Leadership will 
be elected in May, but the mission will NEVER change…supporting each other, our military, veterans, and their 
families.  God Bless and please be careful!

After a busy holiday season which started the Riders organizing, providing, and 
serving the Thanksgiving meal for Veterans at Heather Grove Assisted Living Cen-
ter, then providing funeral escort for a fellow Veteran, purchasing and wrapping gifts 

for our Veterans at Heather Grove, and finally providing Christmas dinner to the residents there as well as dis-
tributing the gifts, the Riders are looking forward to some restful time before we plan for upcoming events.  As 
a note, so far this year the Riders have ridden in excess of 27,200 miles and provided more than 2,300 hours 
of support to our Veterans and their families.

We were joined at Heather Grove by our fellow Riders from Post 22 in Thornton.  They delivered socks and 
caps in addition to the gifts we provided.  All were welcome to join in (although the weather was nice enough, 
we all chose to “cage it”).

In the coming 
months we will be 
supporting the “Honor 
Bell Foundation” 
for their event at the 
Colorado Avalanche 
game against the St. 
Louis Blues on Feb-
ruary 16th.  We are 
also looking forward 
to holding our Annual 
Chili Cook-Off on the 
afternoon of February 
22nd (so everyone get 
your thermostats set).

Chaplain’s RepoRt
Patti Wagner

CommandeR’s RepoRt
David Clinger

Please pray for members and families.

Final Roll Call
James “Jimbo” Kunst—USN—12/21/2018

RideRs RepoRt
Mike Watson

Thank you Post 178 volunteers.



Big thank you to Kathy and 
Doug Scwab and Dawn and 
Randy Rebein for putting up the 

Christmas decorations at the Post.  Great Job everyone.
On Sunday, February 24th we are planning a bus trip to 

the Mardi Gras Casino.  The bus will leave at 11:00 a.m. and 
return at 5:00 p.m.  Cost is $20 per person.  Included with 
your $20 fee is a complimentary basic breakfast here at the 
Post before leaving and $10 play at the casino.   You must 
sign up in advance so we can arrange for the right size bus.

We really need your support in this new year to help 
offset the significant increase in the cost of our insurance, 
which was dramatically affected by the settlement of litigation 
last year.  In a word, your support is critical.

Hope you all had wonderful and 
safe holidays.  The Angel Tree was 
successful again (thanks to Dee 

Yurko) and we were able to give a cash gift to all the military 
families who came for the RCI/Auxiliary Christmas Party.

Our monthly meeting will be on January 8th because of 
the New Year holiday.

The Midyear Conference is in Greeley at the end of this 
month.  There will be more information available at the Post 
and online.

The Oratorical Contest is open to high school students for a 
chance for a college scholarship.  Deadline for registration is Janu-
ary 31st.  Contact Commander Clinger or me for more information.

4th Wednesday menu will be Chili and Cornbread.  5th 
Wednesday menu will be Rosemary Chicken and roasted potatoes.

Happy New Year to everyone!  Hope 
everyone had a Merry Christmas.

As we start the new year, we have to 
look back at 2018 and digest the good and the bad.  All we can do 
in life is try not to repeat our mistakes as well as look for ways to 
help out those who need it any way we can.

Those of you who have not 
paid dues by now will remember 
when you try and use your old 
key card. Please ring the bell 
and sign in until your dues are 
paid and you receive your 2019 
door card.  Dues for the following calendar year can be paid as early as 
June the year prior, so no need to be locked out of your Post for not paying 
in time.

The SAL will do a Fish Fry on February 15 serving Walleye and fixins 
for 8 bucks.  Look around and see if you can beat that price for a fish dinner, 
not to mention all the great comradery you experience at the Post.

We can still use volunteers for Sunday breakfast.  There is always a 
sign-up sheet just inside the kitchen door.  Thanks to all who help out on a 
regular basis, it is much appreciated.

Special thanks to Karen Black for hosting an awesome breakfast on 
Sunday, December 23rd.  She did this on her own and out of her own pocket 
to try and draw people into the Post.  Thanks Karen!

Thank a Vet!

Welcome
New MeMbers

James P. Collins—USAF—Vietnam
Mary Johnson—USN—Gulf

Lonnie D. Moore—USA—Vietnam
David W. Crise—USN—Vietnam

Arvid Koppang—USMC—Vietnam

TraNsfer MeMbers
Cynthia Bradley—USA—Granada
Donald Houston—USAF—Korea
Joseph Vasquez—USN—Vietnam
Terry Conley—USAF— Vietnam

Robert P. Briones—USA—Vietnam
Charles C. Gomez—USMC—Vietnam

Aaron Sheedy—USA—Gulf
Sally D. Adams—USAF—Grenada

Business RepoRt
Bob Heer

sal RepoRt
Brad Hall

auxiliaRy RepoRt
Judy Myers

Judy Myers and Dee Yurko  
delivered homemade cookies to the  

West Metro Fire Station near the Post.



LAKEWOOD  AMERICAN  LEGION  POST  178
1655 Simms Street Lakewood, CO 80215

David Clinger, Commander................. 720-984-0507 
commander178@comcast.net

David Potvin, Adjutant ......................... 720-300-3513 
adjutant178@comcast.net 

Randy Kipp, Chaplain ......................... 720-473-3255 
pushkva@comcast.net

Doug Powell, Service Officer .............. 303-250-8475
Judy Myers, Auxiliary President .......... 303-525-7102 

judy@chezmyers.com
Patti Wagner, Auxiliary Chaplain ......... 727-504-0755
Brad Hall, SAL Commander ................ 303-210-4125 

brad.hall@kone.com
Mike Watson, Riders President ........... 720-635-3391 

mrkmwatson@comcast.net
Dave Dupree, Newsletter Publisher..... 303-238-9723 

news@alpost178.org
Bob Heer, Post Manager ..................... 303-234-0178 

alpost178@comcast.net 
Lounge and Dining ............................. 303-232-4041

Lounge Hours*
 Mon.—Thurs. 11:00 AM to 12:00 Midnight 
 Fri. 11:00 AM to 2:00 AM 
 Sat.—Sun.   9:00 AM to 12:00 Midnight

*Bartenders may close earlier on slow nights.

RCI/Auxiliary Christmas Party

VA Benefits Update
The VA is now recognizing new claims for disabilities from 

Agent Orange in Vietnam and from burn pits in Iraq.
— Doug Powell, Service Officer

bulleTiN board

Friday  
Bands

david Booker Trio Jan 11 5:00 — 8:00 PM
vinTage Trio Jan 18 5:30 — 8:30 PM

CounTry JaM

6:00 – 8:00 PM
January 3, 17, 24, 31

enJoy LunCh/dinner
go To a MeeTing
aTTend an evenT

suPPorT  PosT  178


