
Legion/Boys State 
Partnered 65 Years
The American Legion Department of Colorado marks its 

65th year of support for Colorado Boys State this June 8–14.
Boys State participants form political parties, hold elections, 

and conduct a legislature.  They are guided by business leaders, 
law enforcement representatives, and actual elected officials as 
they learn about state government first hand and experience the 
rights, privileges, duties, and responsibilities of U.S. citizenship.

Colorado Boys and Girls State is open to those who have just 
completed their Junior year of High School.  Gina Writz, Wheat Ridge High School Counselor, is the area’s chief 
recruiter for both Boys and Girls State.  This 
year, she will handle applications from about 
20 boys and 20 girls.  Gina was a 1988 Girls 
State participant who credits the experience for 
her continued enthusiasm for the programs.

Participants need sponsors to cover their 
costs.  Post 178 supports about 10 students 
annually and assists in the selection process.  
This year, Marilyn Anderson and Dee Yurko 
are working with the girls while former Boys 
Stater Mike Ragole and Americanism Chair-
person Wayne McClimans help the boys.

Riders Report 
Repeat Record

On the heels of the their best-ever Annual 
Chili Cook-Off,  the Legion Riders counted 
a record number of guests in attendance at 
their Annual 60s and 70s Party—99 total.  As 
always, funds raised went to their charities.
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Congratulations
SAL/Legion Junior Shoot-

ing Team member Jess Randol 
has been accepted for admis-
sion to the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point.

Meet Jeff at the Jr. Shooters 
Annual Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, April 6.  Your participa-
tion keeps this award-winning 
program alive for youth like new 
USMA Cadet Jess Randol.



As a result of rule changes that became effective January 1, 2014 pertaining to pro-
gressive raffles, we have temporarily suspended our daily drawings.  The major reason 
for this decision is that the member whose number is drawn must now be present at 

the time of the drawing to win.   When we operated under these new rules for the week ending March 14 we 
averaged less than 10 members a day signing in.  Our concerns have been forward to the Secretary of State’s 
office and we remain hopeful that changes eliminating this requirement will be made.

On March 7 we liquidated the two daily draw pools that were 
in progress.  The two members present who won these pools are 
Bill Groves and Dennis Bultje. 

Our shake-a-day game continues with the exception that now 
the Post must now retain a minimum of 30% of the gross sales, to 
be used for our intended tax exempt purposes.

We are implementing a new card raffle but, as per the new 
rules, the winning ticket holder must be present to win.  Drawings 
for this raffle are weekly on Fridays at 6:00 p.m.  Stop by the Post 
to see how this game is played.

Business RepoRt
Bob Heer

Thank you to everyone who helped cook and serve on St. Patrick’s Day (pictured be-
low).  Your help was greatly appreciated.  Special thanks to everyone who came to enjoy 
our meal, and for your donations of Shamrocks.  Our Post looked very festive and green. 

Our Children’s Easter Party will be Saturday, April 19 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  There will be an Easter egg 
hunt (weather permitting), snacks, and play activities. Please come and bring your children.

Nominations for new officers will be the subject of our Tuesday, April 1 meeting.  If you can’t come to the 
meeting, see our nominating officers Marilyn Anderson or Ginny Martindale.  Elections will be on Tuesday, 
May 6 at our regular meeting.

Don’t forget to contact Marilyn or Dee Yurko if you know of a candidate for Girls State.  They must be a 
current high school Junior approaching their Senior year.

We’re also accepting nominations for “Member of the Year.”  Please give a detailed reason why they should 
be nominated and put it in the Auxiliary box by 
end of April.  You may remain anonymous.

Congratulations to our Soup Contest Win-
ners.  They are Mar Stecker, Mary Tomlinson, 
Dee Yurko, and John Schdeninger.  Each re-
ceived a $25 gift card.  Thanks to all of this year’s 
participants.  Your soups were delicious!

Please support all of our American Legion 
groups at their events.  Their members volunteer 
their time and work to make our Post such a great 
place to visit.

AuxiliARy RepoRt
Nita Calkum

Gracious Father, we come to You 
with praise and Thanksgiving.

As we place special emphasis on 
our children and youth, grant us the vision to see beyond 
today and continue to build for the future.  Rekindle in 
our hearts and minds a deeper love for all children and a 
better understanding of their needs.  Continue to watch 
over us, our friends and families, and our troops.  Guide 
our hearts and minds as we work for you, Lord, and for 
our country.  Please watch over the ladies on our sick list 
and  help them to heal.  Amen.

ChAplAin’s RepoRt
Mickey West Please pray for members and families.

Final Roll Call
None Reported

Sick Bay
Virginia Block—AUX
Sharon Werth—AUX
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 Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 2 at 6:00 p.m.  We will be nominating officers 
for the 2014–15 year.  For several years the same few people have served as officers, 
and some offices remain vacant.  Your participation is now critical.

The 7th Annual SAL Golf Tournament is Friday, June 13.  If you want to play or know of a potential spon-
sor (business or individual) please contact me.

We will again serve our annual Mother’s Day Buffet on Sunday, May 11.  This year’s Installation and 
Awards Banquet is scheduled for Saturday evening, June 14.

Our new Friday Night Dinner menu features baked chicken on April 11 and meatloaf along with live musi-
cal entertainment on the 25th.

Lakewood Junior Baseball players, coaches, and volunteers served 274 Sunday breakfasts last month 
and raised $2700.  After donating the food, the Sons earned a $3200 credit.

We cannot continue as we have in the past unless more members begin attending monthly meetings and 
volunteer to help the Sons.  Now is the time to step up, help out, and honor your father.

sAl RepoRt
Bill Radunz
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Spring means the Riders can finally dust off their bikes.  We have parades, fund 
raiser rides, and over night rides planned in addition to riding to meetings and charity 
locations such as Redistribution Center Inc.  Every Thursday at 2:45 p.m. we volunteer 

at RCI sorting donated items bound for Vets and their needy families.
In March we hosted the guys from Heather Grove Veterans Center and treated them to steak or salmon 

dinner.  It’s always a great feeling to help them out and brighten their lives.
Our 4th Annual 60-70s Party was great!  This year was bigger and better than ever.  Thanks to all 99 

people who supported the Riders.  We had a great time and made some money for charity.  Boomers band 
put on a wonderful show that had nearly everybody dancing.  A special thanks to our cooks Alynn and Gary 
Huffman, and to Becky and Bruce Earnheart who prepared all the food.

A big event for wounded soldiers and their families is being organized for June 13 and 14 in Denver.  A 
planning meeting to discuss the soldiers’ escort from Ft. Carson to Denver will be held toward the end of April.  
The Auxiliary will be joining the Riders to help make the weekend a success.

Saturday April 12th is our Annual Lasagna Dinner starting at 4:00 p.m.  Get there early before we sell out.
POW/MIAs you are not forgotten.

RideRs RepoRt
Brian Conway

Our membership stands at 
722, just one short of our goal.

The State Convention is 
coming up.  It’s scheduled for June 19–22 in Lamar, 
Colorado.  The 10th Annual Child Welfare Founda-
tion Silent Auction & Dinner will be Saturday, April 12 
at Post 32 in Longmont beginning at 6:30 p.m.

We’ll be nominating officers for 2014–15 at our April 
1st meeting.  We need some new blood.  Our Post has 
723 Legion members yet we weren’t able to fill all posi-
tions this year.  That has meant more work for current 
officers and fewer services for our membership.

Years ago you answered the call to serve your 
country.  Later, you joined The American Legion to 
assist your fellow Veterans and to enjoy the benefits of 
Legion membership.  The opportunity to serve has ar-
rived again.  The need is urgent.  Monthly meetings last 
only about one hour.  Attending them is the least you 
can do to help the Post.  Serving as an officer takes 
less time than you might imagine, and the rewards are 
gratifying.  To help, all you need to do is attend our next 
meeting.

AdjutAnt’s RepoRt
Bill Radunz Welcome

New MeMbers
James B. Pelfrey—Korea—Army

TraNsfers
Robert W. Enzenauer—Vietnam—Army

Albert J. Sirianni—Vietnam—Army
John S. Ferrari—Vietnam—Army

Greg Garhart—Current Conflict—Army
Dan W. Martin—Current Conflict—Army

Nash Medina—Vietnam—Marines
Stephen Parkhaase—Current Conflict—Army

Rudolf Sandoval—Vietnam—Navy
David E. Sholly—Vietnam—Air Force

William Wells—Vietnam—Navy



We keep finding more work to do in the kitchen.  Thanks go to Brad Hall and 
Jody Marcotte for continuing to make improvements in the backyard.  Thanks also to 
George Thein, who has been pitching in at 

the Post in many helpful ways.
It’s important to remember that volunteers are responsible for 

just about everything that happens at Post 178, from building main-
tenance to fund raising for our charities.  Many good deeds go un-
noticed, but for the most part we all know who the regular volunteers 
are.  So please take a moment to thank them when you see them 
at the Post.  Better yet, join their ranks and become a volunteer 
yourself.  Start by attending your unit’s next monthly meeting.  They 

all need new volunteers 
if Post 178 is to remain 
vital to our Veterans and 
community.

Thanks to everyone 
who braved the winter 
weather during the past 
months to visit the Post 
to dine and participate 
in scheduled events.  It 
takes both volunteers and 
participants to continue 
funding our causes.

Always remember our 
troops in your daily prayers and never forget our POW/MIAs.

THE AMERICAN LEGION
1655 Simms Street Post 178 Lakewood, CO 80215

Steve Tomlinson, Commander ............. 303-500-2250
commander178@comcast.net

Bill Radunz, Adjutant ............................ 303-995-2663
bradunz@msn.com

Nita Calkum, Auxiliary President .......... 303-910-6660
alaunit178@gmail.com

Bill Radunz, SAL Commander (acting) . 303-995-2663
Barb Bunting, 40 et 8 President............ 303-988-7351
Wayne McClimans, Legion Chaplain .... 303-279-6712
Mickey West, Auxiliary Chaplain ........... 303-238-0039
Brian Conway, Riders President ........... 303-424-0902

bcon178@yahoo.com
Dave Dupree, Newsletter Publisher ..... 303-238-9723

dave_dupree@q.com
Bob Heer, Post Manager ...................... 303-234-0178

alpost178@comcast.net
Lounge and Dining ............................... 303-232-4041

Lounge Hours*
 Mon.—Thurs. ........... 11:00 AM to 12:00 Midnight 
 Fri. ............................ 11:00 AM to 2:00 AM 
 Sat.—Sun. ................   9:00 AM to 12:00 Midnight

*Bartenders may close earlier on slow nights.

News for Women

Army Women United is 
recruiting women who have 
served or are now serving 

honorably with any branch of 
the U.S. military.

Monthly meetings are held 
at Post 178 every third Tues-
day at 11:00 a.m.  Their next 

meeting is April 15.  For mem-
bership information contact:

Joe Ann Gaytan 
303) 452-2311 home
(303) 489-7371 cell

alangaytan@msn.com
or

Mary Anne Longrigg
303) 279-8852 home

holdarlongrigg@comcast.net

Websites for Vets

You can support Boys State 
by setting www.welzoo.com 

as your browser’s home page.  
Just select “American Legion 
Colorado Boys State” as your 
designated charity.  It’s easy 

and completely safe, and every 
time you log on to the internet 
welzoo.com will contribute 3 
cents to Legion Boys State.

CommAndeR’s RepoRt
Steve Tomlinson

bulleTiN board

Coming This monTh

Riders
Lasagna Dinner

Saturday—April 12—4 PM

Don’t be late, 
the lasagna goes fast!

Happy 
Easter

Children’s 
Easter  Party

EastEr Egg Hunt
Saturday—April 19—2 to 4 PM

Attention  Golfers
Mike Moss Campaign Golf Tournament

Friday—May 30—Fitzsimmons Golf Course

7th Annual SAL Golf Tournament
Friday—June 13—Applewood Golf Course

INFO
: 

Bill 
Radu

nz
INFO: Bill Radunz


