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“The Friendly Word” from “The Friendly Post”

SAL Squadrons across Colorado dined at Post 178 
on Saturday, April 11th—and they brought cash.  Count-
ing the $1,178 contributed 
by Post 178’s Sons, a total of 
$11,500 was collected for The 
American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation (CWF).  The tre-
mendous support was gratifying 
to everyone involved including 
the special volunteers from Post 
178 who made the banquet a 
huge success: Faye Okeneske, 
Linda Quinlan, Dee Yurko, 
Beth and Brad Hall, Randy 
Baria, Bob Black, Wayne  
McClimans, Gary Huffman, 
Steve Stroud, Dave McBrien, 
and Dave Dupree.  Cooks Jimmy Gibson and Bill  
Radunz deserve special recognition for their scrump-
tious, perfectly prepared cornish game hen, overheard to 
be one of the best dinners of all time at Post 178.

Volunteers like these are always welcome to join 
the fun and enjoy the satisfaction of enabling the Post to 

raise funds for a variety of causes.  There are currently 
opportunities to volunteer for Saturday and Sunday 

Morning Breakfasts, and Friday 
Night Dinners.  The Auxiliary 
needs help on Wednesday Burger 
Nights.  Dishwashers, cooks, and 
servers are all needed.  Don’t 
worry, we’ll train!  We know you 
have a life, but just once a month, 
or every other month, will relieve 
some regular helpers and be ap-
preciated by many.

Consider picking an event 
where you can lend a hand such 
as an Annual Picnic, Veteran’s 
Day Dinner, Early Bird Dinner, 
Awards Banquet, Golf Tourna-

ment, St. Patrick’s Day, Christmas Party, or Car Show.
The Legion, Auxiliary, and SAL would like to see 

their members at the next monthly meeting, when offi-
cers will be elected.  Whenever you participate or volun-
teer, you’re making a personal contribution to the com-
munity and Veteran’s charities supported by Post 178.
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CWF Verifies Volunteers’ Value

Photos by Sheryl Funakoshi 

SAL Commander Dave McBrien  
presents the Son’s check to the Legion’s 

Child Welfare Foundation for $1,178. 



The following volunteers (all members of 
the Riders) did an outstanding job refinishing 
our back hall floor as well as repairing, sand-

ing, and painting the picnic tables in the backyard: Frank Benton, 
Gary Blumer, Joe Calabro, David Clinger, Brian Conway, Bruce 
Earnheart, Chuck Elsen, Les Hayes, and Nick Trujillo.  This 
same team has plans to refinish the hallways and the game room 
sometime in the future.  On behalf of the Post, a huge thanks to all 
of you.  Everyone is encouraged to respect the hard work of these 
volunteers and not drag the tables and chairs across the new floor.

May 25th there will be a Memorial Day Service at 11:00 a.m. 
followed by our Members’ Picnic at 12:00 noon.  The lounge will 
be closed during the ceremony.  The Post will provide the burgers, 
brats, hot dogs, and beer.  Please bring a side dish to share with your fellow members.  Non-member adults 
will be charged $5 and non-member children under age 10, $2.  As always, volunteers are needed to staff the 
doors and check membership cards.  A sign-up sheet is in the lounge if you can volunteer a half-hour of your 
day.  Volunteers are also needed to set-up and clean-
up the back yard. 

Last quarter our Daily Draw and Joker Poker 
Raffles netted the Post $323 and $2,289 respectively.  
Every Friday at 6:00 p.m. we hold our Joker Poker Raf-
fle that currently is at $1,906 (4/23/15).  Tickets cost $1 
each and if you hold the winning ticket you may select 
any of the playing cards not previously chosen.  You 
must be present to win.  Thanks to everyone who has 
participated in these raffles which are very successful 
fund raisers for the Post, and lots of fun for everyone.

Our Post’s new officers will 
be elected at the May Legion, 
Auxiliary, and SAL meetings.  

These are the most important meetings of the year, so 
please attend and be an active member of your Post.

Sunday, May 10th is Mother’s Day and we’ll again 
be serving Breakfast Buffet from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.  
Moms who are members of Post 178 dine FREE, all 
others pay $7.

We need more volunteers for the Memorial Day 
Picnic.  You can help with set-up, clean-up, or door 
monitoring.  Please attend the 11:00 a.m. Service to 
honor our Post’s departed and our Nation’s Vets, and 
bring a side dish for the 12:00 noon Picnic.

Welcome
New MeMbers

Brian Pearce—Gulf—Marine
Casey L. Larson—Gulf—Air Force

Bernard “Jim” Brown—Gulf—Marine
Richard W. Spencer—Vietnam—Navy
Darrell W. England—Vietnam—Army

Edward “Bud” Youngman—Vietnam—Army
Michael Shaw—SAL

Kevin R. Scofield—SAL
TraNsfers

Ralph R. Root—Vietnam—Army
John R. Szala—Vietnam—Army

Duane J. Carlson—Vietnam—Army
David J. Cole—Vietnam—Air Force
Thomas S. Evans—Vietnam—Army

Gregory E. Bradford—Vietnam—Marine
Lawrence A. Eversole—Panama—Army

Fred Griffin—SAL

AdjutAnt’s RepoRt
Bill Radunz

Business RepoRt
Bob Heer

Lord, may our lives 
help the lives of others we 
touch along our way.  As 

we honor our fallen veterans, some of whom rest in 
foreign lands and some at home in cemeteries like 
Ft. Logan, we thank You for their sacrifice.  With 
reverence and love we pause to pay tribute to 
them.  Make us mindful of their service every day, 
and hold their families in Your care.  Please bless 
and comfort them, we pray.  We offer these peti-
tions to You in the name of our Lord.  Amen.

ChAplAin’s RepoRt
Mickey West Please pray for members and families.

Final Roll Call
Roger Greer—3/04/2015

Phil Plummer—SAL—4/19/2015
James Ertner—Korea—Air Force—4/15/2015

Sick Bay 
Sue Mountain—recovering at home.

Brian Conway accepts a framed Certificate 
of Appreciation thanking Post 178 from the 

Combat Vets Association.



Thanks to everyone who supported the SAL Child Welfare Banquet.  We bid nine 
months ago for the honor of hosting, and we’re glad we did because $11,500 was raised 
for CWF.  It’s very gratifying to see such tremendous support.  The long list of volun-

teers who helped with the banquet are named on the front page of this newsletter.  Thanks again to everyone!
The date for the 18th Annual SAL Golf Tournament has been moved this year to July 27th, still at Apple-

wood Golf Course.  It’s always a great day, and raises funds for several SAL causes.  We’re looking for prizes, 
hole sponsors, and volunteers.  The $75 entry fee includes 18 holes of golf, cart, range balls, lunch, compli-
mentary drink, and goodie bag.  Flyers are at the Post.  See Bill Radunz for more information.

April showers brought May flowers!   And all sorts of things are flowering around our 
Post!  First I’d like to send out a huge Thank You to everyone for their unending help at 
last month’s Easter Party and St. Patrick’s Day Dinner.  What wonderful times!  Just 

an incredible number of volunteers are stepping up!  Thank you to all those “Lads and Lassies” that bought a 
shamrock!  They added a touch of “Blarney Luck” to our Post!  You are the ones that make things happen!

The AUX-sponsored Memorial Day Picnic is Monday, May 25th.  The Memorial Day Service will start 
at 11:00 a.m. and the potluck at 12:00 noon.  The service is a wonderful event and very moving!  Please 
remember to bring your delicious potluck side dish to share!

We nominated Auxiliary officers at our April meeting, and will vote at the May 5th meeting which starts at 
7:00 p.m.  Your vote is critical, and it’s important that we have a good turnout.  We’ll announce the winners in 
the next newsletter.

Also very Important!  We’ll have a Burger Team meeting on Wednesday May 20th at 7:00 p.m.  If you 
work a burger night you need to be there!  If you can volunteer just one Wednesday a month, please come to 
this meeting!  The more the merrier!

This was a busy month for our volunteers.  We sanded and re-finished the meeting 
hall floor and judging by the complements we’ve received, it was a job well done.  Initially 
it was labor intensive and required many hands.  The second day some of us began refin-

ish the picnic tables outside.  We replaced rotten wood, sanded, and scraped old paint while the inside crew 
applied sealer and finish to the floor.  On the third morning the final finish coat was put on the floor and every-
body moved outside where we primed and put the first coat of paint on the tables.

Saturday was the Lasagna Dinner which turned out great.  Jamie Johnson made killer lasagna and we 
sold out.  On Tuesday the 21st we repaired the last of the picnic tables and applied more paint.  Then Bruce 
Earnheart got creative with stencils and we saluted all the services.  Chuck Elsen put glides on the chairs to 
help protect the floor, but please be careful.

Our monthly meeting is May 2nd at 10:00 a.m.  Our next big event will be the RCI/ALR Poker Run on May 
30th.  Make sure you and your bike are ready to get in some good riding.  Invite friends and family because 
there will be plenty of barbecue and live music after the run.

RideRs RepoRt
Nick Trujillo

sAl RepoRt
Dave McBrien

AuxiliARy RepoRt
Carol Conway



Bill Radunz represented Post 178 at the Colorado Awards Ban-
quet for the United Veterans Committee (UVC) on Sunday night, 
April 19th.  Also attending were Colorado’s Governor, a number of 
Senators, Representatives, and Keynote Speaker Sloan D. Gibson, 
Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs for the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

“It was an opportunity to meet the people that work on Vet-
eran’s rights and handle Veteran’s legislative issues.  I wanted to 
get more info about the new VA Hospital.  Sloan named many areas 
in which VA care is the tops in the country.  He listed innovative 

things they’re doing, especially with Vets 
returning from overseas.

“Although appointment times are improv-
ing, Sloan said he’s not satisfied.  He revealed 
that the Corps of Engineers is taking over Den-
ver’s new VA Hospital project but will continue 
relationships with the current general contractor 
and all the subs.  Sounds like he’s committed to 
making sure things get done right.”

Newsletter BaNNer Photo By Beth hall
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Volunteers from HawkQuest snapped this 
photo of Legion/SAL Adjutant Bill Radunz  

at the Colorado Awards Banquet for the UVC.

Barbara Bunting, Commander............ 303-234-0178 
commander178@comcast.net

Bill Radunz, Adjutant ........................... 303-995-2663 
bradunz@msn.com

Wayne McClimans, Chaplain .............. 303-279-6712
Carol Conway, Auxiliary President ...... 970-275-2891 

snoopypls2@yahoo.com
Mickey West, Auxiliary Chaplain ......... 303-238-0039
Dave McBrien, SAL Commander ........ 720-621-8791
Rob Dynes, SAL Chaplain ................... 303-887-3723
Nick Trujillo, Riders President............. 303-763-9510 

sgmnickt@q.com
Dave Dupree, Newsletter Publisher..... 303-238-9723 

alpost178news@gmail.com
Bob Heer, Post Manager ..................... 303-234-0178 

alpost178@comcast.net
Lounge and Dining ............................. 303-232-4041

Lounge Hours*
 Mon.—Thurs. 11:00 AM to 12:00 Midnight 
 Fri. 11:00 AM to 2:00 AM 
 Sat.—Sun.   9:00 AM to 12:00 Midnight

*Bartenders may close earlier on slow nights.

How to Win  $4,619  
Playing Joker Poker,  

by Randy Baria.

Radunz Reports VA Affairs

bulleTiN board

 JOKER POKER
6 PM  

FRIDAYS

 Service
11:00 AM

A Tribute to  
Departed Post 178 

Members and  
America’s Veterans

Picnic
12:00 Noon

Members FREE 
(bring a side dish) 

Guests $5 
($2 children)

Membership Report
 2015 Goal Actual %

Legion ......743 .....723 ........97
SAL ..........213 .....186 ........84


